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The Ottomans and Entertainment
The Skilliter Centre for Ottoman Studies, Newnham College, Cambridge

29 June – 2 July 2016
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Wednesday, 29 June 
14.00-18.00 Registration

18.45-20.30 Reception in the Principal’s Lodge

Thursday, 30 June 

09.00-10.00 Panel I 

Entertainment in the City
Chair: Kate Fleet (University of Cambridge)
Doris Behrens-Abouseif (SOAS), Entertainment in Ottoman Cairo. 

Tülay Artan (Sabancı University, Istanbul), Contemplation and entertainment on the shores of the Bosphorus, 1740-1750.

10.00-10.30 Coffee

10.30-12.30 Panel II

Sociability and Wordplay

Chair: Palmira Brummett (Brown University)
Selim Kuru (University of Washington), Men just wanna have fun: learned and bureaucrats at play with words in premodern Istanbul.

Johann Strauss (University of Strasburg), Sohbet and Mükâleme: the art of idle talk among the Ottomans.

Helen Pfeifer (University of Cambridge), The work of leisure in sixteenth-century Ottoman salons.

James Grehan (Portland State University), Sociability and leisure in nineteenth-century Aleppo: the life and times of a local schoolteacher (c. 1835-1865).

12.30-14.00 Lunch in College Hall
14.00-15.30 Panel III
Entertainment and the Court 

Chair: Doris Behrens-Abouseif (SOAS)
Kaya Şahin (Indiana University), From pomp and circumstance to sheer fun: entertainments at an Ottoman circumcision ceremony (1530). 

Ünver Rüstem (University of Cambridge and Johns Hopkins University), The spectacle of legitimacy: the dome-closing ceremony of the Sultan Ahmed Mosque.

Jane Hathaway (Ohio State University), The Chief Harem Eunuch and palace entertainments in the eighteenth century.

15.30-16.00 Coffee

16.00-17.30 Panel IV
Entertainment and Identity

Chair: Ben Fortna (University of Arizona)
Elena Frangakis-Syrett (CUNY), Rope dancers in Izmir: entertainment, social conflict and identity politics in the late eighteenth-century Ottoman empire.

Antonis Anastasopoulos (University of Crete), Public celebrations and ceremonies in late Ottoman Crete: building collective identities among the Christian population.

Milena Methodieva (University of Toronto), Muslim culture, reform and patriotism: staging Namık Kemal in post-Ottoman Bulgaria  (1878-1908).

19.00 Dinner in College Hall
Friday 1 July 

09.30-10.30 Panel V

Visual Entertainment
Chair: Virginia Aksan (McMaster University)
Emine Fetvacı (Boston University), Leisure and entertainment in an Ottoman album.

William Kynan-Wilson (Aalborg University, Denmark), Pictorial playfulness in Ottoman costume albums.

10.30-11.00 Coffee 

11.00-12.30 Panel VI 

Entertainment Seen from Outside
Chair: Tülay Artan (Sabancı University, Istanbul)
Palmira Brummett (Brown University), Caravans and voyages, story and song: entertaining the traveler in/to Ottoman space.

Maurits van den Boogert (Leiden), The Ottoman nights' entertainments: stories between “public culture” and private behaviour.

Virginia Aksan (McMaster University), Cross-imperial warrior cultures and the performance of the heroic.  

12.30-14.00 Lunch in College Hall
Free Afternoon

19.00 Dinner in the Lucia Windsor Room
Saturday 2 July

10.00-11.00 Panel VII 

Entertainment and Healing
Chair: Jane Hathaway (Ohio State University)
Nükhet Varlık (Rutgers), The art of healing as entertainment in early modern Ottoman society.

Yücel Yanıkdağ (University of Richmond), Ottoman theatre at war: entertainment in prisoner of war camps, 1914-1922.
11.00-11.30 Coffee 

11.30-12.30 Panel VIII

Prostitution

Chair: Elena Frangakis-Syrett (CUNY)

Fariba Zarinebaf (University of California – Riverside), Nightlife and spaces of encounter in Galata-Pera in the late eighteenth and the nineteenth century.

Ebru Boyar (Middle East Technical University, Ankara), The late Ottoman brothel: immoral places and social subversion.

12.30-14.00 Lunch in College Hall
14.00-15.30 Panel IX 
Entertainment and Modernity

Chair: Ebru Boyar (Middle East Technical University, Ankara)
Svetla Ianeva (New Bulgarian University, Sofia), Between tradition and modernity – entertainment in late Ottoman Rusçuk.
Yavuz Köse (University of Hamburg), The devil's cart: bicycling in the Ottoman empire.
Avner Wishnitzer (Tel Aviv University), Limelight complexions. Nightlife, visibility and social control in late Ottoman Istanbul. 

For further details please contact

Kate Fleet (khf11@cam.ac.uk) or Ebru Boyar (boyar@metu.edu.tr)
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